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(1) kRoEXEFES BENICEZREN, (48 &)

When I was four and my younger brother was two, we saw a woman drive
a truck down the main street of our small Kansas town. My brother stuck out
his lower lip and pronounced, “Ladies don’t drive trucks.” My mother was with
us; she thought my brother’s remark so smart that she told all the neighbors
about it. I still remember the laughter from women on our street when they

o))
heard it.

My mother was a complicated woman; she had turned her back on a
scholarship to *medical school and had dropped out of *graduate school to
marry, but was often angry at her life as wife and mother. Her laughter over
my brother’s comment must have had a sense of bitterness to it.

The “ladies don’t do this” principle was very important in my childhood. It
came both from my parents and from our social circumstances. Ladies who
worked outside the home were secretaries or schoolteachers; women laborers
were beneath notice. My mother complained that women doctors neglected
their families; my father said that girls were — or at least 1 was — too stupid
to do math and physics. And so on and so on.

Where I grew up, boys went to college to prepare for careers; girls went
to college to become better wives and mothers. In my family, my parents sent
my four brothers to college but told me if I wanted to attend I had to pay my

@)
own way since educating a girl who would only get married wasted limited

family resources. The hours I wasn’t in school were spent at home, looking

after the small children, cleaning the house, doing dishes. Kvery Saturday,
from the time I was seven until I left home, I did the baking for my father and
brothers. (My parents were college-educated people themselves, interested in
social justice in the form of *open housing and voting rights.) ) \I grew up to be

(3
an uneasy, angry teenager, wanting what [ was told I couldn’t have

a career

and social status — but also trying to become what was against my nature, a
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good and obedient daughter.

When 1 finally started writing my stories about a tough female detective, |
was trying to write my way past my own private experience of “ladies don't
drive trucks.” She could do everything a male detective could do but in high
heels and shooting backward, so to speak. Even though she is a woman of
action, her most important role is to speak, to be a voice for disadvantaged
people and to put into words what the powerful would rather not hear.

I want my granddaughter to grow up able to walk confidently on life’s
stage. When she is my age, I want her to look back on a life lived in freedom.
1 do not want her to find herself living behind a veil, suffering from the
frustration that troubled my mother’s life.
1k
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ROEL ZFGH, BB, (45 5)

Salmon are an essential resource for bears because the survival of these
large mammals depends on the amount of fat they can deposit in the late
summer and fall. Once bears enter their *dens in the early winter, they
neither eat nor drink for up to seven months. Yet bears are not true
*hibernators so they must produce body heat to survive throughout the cold
months. In addition, females give birth and milk their young during this time.

Because the bears’ survival is closely tied to their physical condition in the
autumn, natural selection favors those that get the most nourishment out of
the fish they eat. And bears exhibit two types of behavior to this end. First,

1
to avoid interference from other bears, they often carry captured salmon to the

riverbank or into the forest before eating. Bears are relatively solitary for
most of their adult lives, except when finding partners in spring and summer.
When they gather in riverside areas to feed on salmon, they become
aggressive.‘ ‘These confrontations can be either relatively harmless, resulting in

(2)
one bear stealing a fish from another, or violent, ending in serious injury or

death to a bear. Carrying the *carcass into the forest out of sight of other

bears is a way to prevent confrontation.

The second important behavior is that the bears often eat only the most
nourishing part of the salmon. If the salmon *densities are high, it takes less
than a minute to capture a fish in a small river, and under these conditions of
plenty, the bears rarely eat the whole fish. An analysis of more than 20, 000
carcasses revealed that bears consume about 25 percent of each captured
salmon, selectively eating only the parts highest in fat content, such as the
eggs. In fact, it is common for bears to carry a carcass to the riverbank and

(3)
not eat a bite after finding it is a female salmon that has already laid her eggs.

After consuming the tastiest parts, bears abandon the carcass and return to
the river to catch another fish. Thus, bears kill far more salmon than they eat.
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Why is this unusual feeding behavior important for the vitality of the
ecosystem? After all, in the absence of bears, the salmon would still die after
laying their eggs, and their tarcasses would be eaten by birds, fishes and
insects in the rivers, and flushed out to the ocean. By killing many of the
fatter salmon, carrying the fish to the forest, and abandoning the carcass with
most of the body remaining, bears make a tremendous amount of food and
nourishment available to riverside plants and animals that would not otherwise

have access to this resource. The bears are truly ecosystem engineers.

bER
*den : FEDHIX
*hibernator : L IREHY)
*carcass : JEf%

*density : BE

ML TR0l 2 BEOTEN 2 BAB THHL AT W,

B 2. THREBQZBABIRLERI N,

B 3. THRIEIZDNT, OIS LAFEOMEEZHAB THBELAEI WL,

Bl 4 FTHEIBDITDNWT, EFII/ T HE % “ecosystem engineers” & IERD M,
ZTOMBZHABTHILRI WD,
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ROBELZFEH, FENZEALS W, @7 )

*Latin, a classical language, had a bad reputation for generations. It was
regarded as dull, difficult and dead. But things have changed in recent years:
modern course material focusing on the rich variety of ancient Roman life, film
and video, TV dramas, documentaries and the internet have brought the
Romans and their language to life. So Latin is no longer dull and, far from
being dead, is enjoying a revival. It cannot be made easy, but it is certainly
more accessible. Sadly, though, in spite of the renewed interest of the subject,

the number of children studying it has decreased, not least because Latin, once

so widely required, is now no longer even offered in many schools. When it is
available, it has to compete with other subjects, usually modern languages. In
my school, that means German, Italian, Spanish, and even Chinese, choices
that are inevitably seen as more practical.

However, Latin is beginning again to stand on its own two feet. The

2

pupils who choose it face a real intellectual challenge and are better prepared

than ever before to appreciate the language in its broad cultural context.

Parents approve, too, and many react enthusiastically, even passionately. As
one told me: “I loved Latin and am very sorry 1 didn’t take it further. My son
is 80 lucky. 1 think it’s an important and undervalued subject and I wish [
could take it up again.”

Now, some of these supporters of the classics are perhaps becoming too
enthusiastic, but others are clearly sincere. So, too, are the increasing
numbers who express regret that they never had the chance to learn Latin at
school. Thirty vears of teaching the subject and talking to parents suggest to

(3
me that there is plenty of interest in Latin. But how best to satisfy this need?

For many, perhaps, the prospect of taking it up is just too terrifying.
(4

Most course books are, naturally enough, designed to be used by teachers and
are aimed at children. Evening classes are often inconvenient, and Latin is not
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always available. Private lessons, if yvou can get them, are expensive. The
average husy, working adult lacks time and energy: it is easier not to bother.
What kind of course, I began to wonder, might tempt him or her to make the
effort? A teach-yourself course, easily accessible and reasonably priced, would
be ideal. Students would then be able to do the course at their own pace, at a
time and place of their choosing, not bothered by the demands of fellow
learners, formal lessons, fixed programs and deadlines.
it

*Latin : 5 &8
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[ 5 ] ToXEOEEER =A@ three generation family) & ¥ 5 #i (a
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