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How did I become a writer, poet, and artist—all at once and all on frightening white paper? What homemade hubris put a
child up to such craziness? I was only twelve when I realized I wanted to be an artist. At first I read and read some more. I
had my own way of reading: with my fingers in my ears. Let me say by way of explanation that my younger sister and [ grew up
in straitened circumstances, that is, in a two-room flat and hence without rooms of our own or even so much as a corner to
ourselves. In the long run , it turned out to be an advantage, though: I learned at an early age to concentrate in the midst of
people or surrounded by noise. When I read I might have been under a bell jar; [ was so involved in the world of the book that
my mother, who liked (;a practical joke, once demonstrated her son’s complete and utter absorption to a neighbor by replacing a
roll T had been taking an occasional bite from with a bar of soap—Palmolive, I believe—whereupon the two women—my mother
not without a certain pride—watched me sink my teeth into it, and chew it for a good minute before it tore me away from my
adventure on the page. To this day I can concentrate as I did in my early years, but I have never read more obsessively. Our
books were kept in a bookcase behind blue-curtained panes of glass. I later moved on to the Municipal Library, but my mother’s

collection provided the initial impulse.
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Birds descended from dinosaurs, according to the prevailing view. But a paper claims that reptiles, not dinosaurs, may be
the evolutionary predecessors of birds. That conclusion is based on the most complete fossil of the reptile Longisquama,
discovered in Kyrgyzstan in 1969. Last year it was on exhibit at a shopping mall in Kansas City, Mo., giving researchers the
opportunity to study it. The team, led by John A. Ruben of Oregon State Univeréity, noted that the specimen contained about
eight pairs of long appendages with features resembling feathers. Longisquama is believed to be 220 million years old—75
million years older than the first known birdlike dinosaur, Archaeopteryx. Other paleontologists have criticized the assessment:

they argue that although the structures are indeed unique, they are probably scales, not feathers.
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Imagine your brain as a house filled with lights. Now imagine someone turning off the lights one by one. That’s what
Alzheimer’s disease does. It turns off the lights so that the flow of ideas, emotions and memories from one room to the next

slows and eventually ceases. ,

For nearly a century, scientists have wondered which of the brain lesions associated with Alzheimer’s is more important—the

plaques that litter the empty spaces between nerve cells or the stringy tangles that erupt from within. Ihg_pmblgm_amg_thﬁ

Mmkcmﬁhﬂmﬂm&ﬁﬂlﬂmm The year was 1906. The patient’s name was Auguste D.  She was

55 when she died, and she had spent the last years of her life as a patient in a mental institution.
Alzheimer’s discovery generated great interest at the time, but the disease that carried his name soon came to be regarded as
a medical oddity. Why? For many years, the diagnosis appeared to-apply only to a very small group of patients under the age

of 60. That soon changed, thanks in part to the widespread use of vaccines and antibiotics, which extended the life-span.
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