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Six “Uniquely” Human Characteristics Now Found in Animals

Recent scientific research has shown that human beings are not the only creatures
possessing certain characteristics and abilities previously thought to be purely “human” in
nature. Below is a discussion of the characteristics that scientists now believe may also be

found in animals.

1. Culture
Art, theater, literature, music, religion, architecture, and cuisine — these are the things
we generally associate with human culture. Clearly, no other animal has anything
approaching this level of cultural sophistication. But culture at its core is simply the sum of
a particular group’s characteristic ways of living, learned from one another and passed down
through the generations. Other primate® species undoubtedly have practices that are
unique to their own groups, such as certain ways of greeting each other or obtaining food.
Even more ( 7 ) examples of animal cultures are found in marine mammals.
iKiller whales, for example, fall into two distinct groups, residents and transients.®
(erlthough both live in the same waters and breed with each other, they have very different

social structures and lifestyles, distinct ways of communicating, different ( - ) in food,

and characteristic hunting techniques — all of which parents teach to their young.

2. Mind reading

Perhaps the surest sign that an individual has insight into the mind of another is the
ability to deceive. To fool someone you must understand their desires, intentions, and
motives. This ability to assign mental states to others was once thought to be unique to
humans, emerging suddenly in children at around the age of five. But the discovery that
babies are capable of tricking others led experts to conclude that “mind-reading” skills
develop ( ™7 ), and fueled debate about whether they might also be present in other
primates.

Experiments in the 1990s indicated that gorillas and some monkeys do understand
trickery, but that their understanding of the minds of others is probably unconscious rather

than conscious as it is in adult humans.
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3. Tool use

Some chimpanzees use rocks to crack nuts, others fish for ants with blades of grass,
and a gorilla has been seen ( L ) the depth of water with a dry stick, but no animal uses
tools with quite the skill of the crow. To pull delicious insects from cracks, they create a
selection of special hooks, made by carefully cutting a long leaf with their beaks. What’s
more, experiments in the lab suggest that they understand the function of tools and employ
creativity and planning to construct them.

Nobody is suggesting that tool making has common origins in humans and crows, but
there is a remarkable ( = ) iﬁ the ways in which their respective brains work. Both are
highly localized, revealed in the observation that most crows are right-beaked, cutting leaves
using the right side of their beaks. Crows may force us to take another look at the mental

abilities of our first tool-making ancestors.

4. Morality
A classic study in 1964 found that hungry monkeys would not take food they had been
offered if doing so meant that another monkey received an electric shock. The ( 71 ) is
true of r(i)ts. Does this indicate growing morality? For decades, we have preferred to find
alternative explanations, but recently animal scientist Marc Bekoff from the University of
Colorado at Boulder has promoted the idea that humans are not the only moral species. He
argues that morality is common in social mammals and that during play they learn the

rights and wrongs of social interaction, the “moral norms that can then be extended to other

situations such as sharing food, defending resources, cleaning, and giving care.”

5. Emotions

Emotions allow us. to bond with others, regulate our sociél interactions, and ( F )
flexibly in different situations. We are not the only animals that need to do these things, so
why should we be the only ones with emotions? There are many examples of apparent
emotional behavior in other animals.

Elephants caring for an injured group member seem to show‘sympathjr. A funeral
ritual performed by magpies™ suggests grief. Was it spite that led a male monkey called
Nick to take revenge on a rival by urinating® on her? Divers who freed a humpback whale
caught in a crab line describe its reaction as one of gratitude. Then there’s the excited
dance chimpanzees perform when faced with a waterfall — they seemed to be truly thrilled.
These days, few doubt that animals have emotions, but whether they feel these consciously,
as we do, is opento ( 27 ).
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6. Personality

It’s no surprise that animals that live ( %4 ) constant threat from other animals are
extra-cautious, while those that face fewer risks appear to be more reckless. After all, such
successful survival strategies would evolve by natural selection. But the discovery that
individuals of the same species, living under the same conditions, vary in their degree of
boldness or caution is more remarkable. In humans we would refer to such differences as
personality traits.

From timid spiders and bold lizards to aggressive songbirds and fearless fish, we are
finding that many animals are not as ( I ) as we might expect. What’s more, work with
animals has led to the idea that personality traits evolve to help individuals survive in a
wider variety of ecological settings, and this is influencing the way psychologists think about
human personality.

(Adapted from http://www.newscientist.com/channel/being-human/dn 13860-six-
uniquely—human—trait‘s-now-f ound-in-animals-. html? feedld=online-news_rss20)
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7. (a. depressing b. breaking C. trying d. convincing )
1. (a. matters b.‘ tastes c. Kkinds d. smells )

7. (a. logically b. carefully c. magically d. gradually )
T. (a. measuring b. enjoying c. drinking d. catching )
Z. (a. similarity b. difference c. idea d. appeal )
H. (a. story b. next c. other d. same )

F. (a. exchange b. inform c. behave d. create )

7. (a. debate b. talk C. others d. answers )
. (a. for b. on c. before d. under )

d. (a. helpless b. characterless Cc. careless d. harmless )
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Conversation 1
LHEOBTHND 1 ~5 DEIIDNT, RFONERL—HITHHFITET, LAaWgE
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N

According to the report, what is the confidence level of owners of black cars?

It’s

Conversation 2
LFEDBTHRND 1| ~6 OELIIDNT, RFEONEFE—HITHHEICET, LAWEE
CIEFERLALRE N, OXTHRELZGAIAERELET, BRTICDOWTIE, TR
HICHREERAL TEARE Y,
L

2
3
4.
5
6
7. According to the experts, if you plan to go to bed at eleven o’clock, by what time

should you stop your activity under bright lights?

By
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Road to Fluency Paved with Misunderstanding

When a friend once visited me in London, I drove him around the neighborhood a few
. times to get a ( 1 ) for the area. On one of those occasions, he suddenly said,
“This town has so many ( 2 ), but the signs seem to be missing one
( 3’ ).” 1 had no idea what he meant. Eventually I found out that he was looking
at the signboards and posters on buildings along the streets that said, “( 4 )

( 5 ),” which means “For Rent” in American English. After T had explained the

misunderstanding, we shared a good laugh.

Section 2:
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Question 1
a. misunderstandings of foreign events
b. misunderstandings of foreign friends
C. misuhderstandings of foreign cultures

d. misunderstandings of foreign phrases

Question 2
a. It has exactly the same meaning as “easygoing.”
b. It could possibly have a negative meaning.
c. It's a very rude way to describe people.

d. It could not possibly be a compliment.
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Question 3
a. “Easygoing”

b. “Happy-go-lucky”

C A “Happy”
d. “Good Guy”
Question 4

a. a sort of potato chip
b. a new type of couch
c. a new kind of potato

d. a popular young person

Question 5
a. as a simple task
b. as a creative task
c. as a boring task

d. as a hard task
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