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ROEXZHITUTOEMICEZ IV, (40 &)

[1] My father began spending his time in prison — for a crime it later turned out he did not
commit — not long after his twenty-eighth birthday. I was three years old. Shortly after

he went to prison, ‘my mother took me to see him. He had written her a letter asking for

books. In addition, he requested a new pair of shoes: he was playing a lot of basketball in
oy

the prison yard to keep his head clear. He also asked her to bring my favorite book along.
2 .

)On the ride out to the prison, I held a box of brand-new black sneakers tightly to my

3
heart, thinking of many important things to tell him.

[2] I remember very little of our lives then, but that visit has the razor-sharp clarity and
foggy blanks of a fever dream. We pulled into the broad prison parking lot and stepped
out to face the gray front of a building lined with small windows. Mother lifted her hand
against the bright sunlight, then pointed to a figure in one of the barred openings. Was it
my father? She lifted me onto the roof of the car, and I held the shoe box over my head
and shook it up and down. I thought I saw the man wave back.

[3] In the waiting room, the guard called (()Llll)l‘ names in flat tones, never looking us in the
eye. He led us through a series of thick heavy doors and down long hallways to the
visiting room. Once we were inside, I saw something soften in his face. “Sit right here,
Miss,” he said. Mother lifted me onto a plastic chair, and my feet stuck out in front of

me. I stared at the toes of my tennis shoes, which were marked in large letters: LEFT,

RIGHT.

[4] 1 sat still until a door in the far wall opened, and a large number of men came in. Out
(()1}) the mass of giant shapes, my father stepped forward. His familiar eyes, nose, and
mouth eased my fears, and I felt safe. He smiled and reached for me across the tabletop
full of names and dates scratched into it, and despite the no-touching rule, the guard said
nothing. When he took my hand, all the news I had rehearsed in the car flew out of me.
I was surprised by the dry warmth of his skin, his white teeth, and the way he waited a
little before speaking. |

[5] Our conversation was simple; he read me stories from the book that he had asked my
mother to bring -along, his voice ranging from bass* to falsetto™ as he acted out the
dialogue. I told him what I had eaten for lunch, and in the silence that followed I
remembered the brand-new sneakers, greatly relieved that I had something to give him.
“Look what we got you,” I said, and then hurriedly opened the box myself. I.smiled as big
a smile as I could and sat quietly while he admired them. “Beautiful shoes!” he said.
“Pm going to bea(g them all.”
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[6] At the end of the hour, the guard rested one hand on his gun, stood straight, and called
the time. I panicked. I looked to my father for a sign — he would tell the man we weren’t
ready — but his eyes were wet, and he was silent. [ turned to the strangér by the wall

(6)
and tried to smile. “Daddy,” I asked, leaning my cheek on the table and looking at the

guard, “Is that the nice man you told me about?”

[7] The guard seemed to nod at me, in what passed for kindness in that place perhaps,

then turned away slowly and gave us a few extra minutes. ‘Once we were given the extra

time, we could think of nothing more to say. It was a relief when the guard said, “Time’s
@ :

”»

up.

[8] 1In the noise of chair legs and hurriedly said goodbyes, we could speak again. “Hey,
what do you want for Christmas?” my father asked. I stopped in the doorway and looked
at his large dark figure. I wanted him. But his voice was trembling and filled with

B
sadness, and I knew I should ask for something he could give.

“Something purple,” I told him. It was my favorite color then.
-[9] I still have the letter he wrote me that night from the prison: “It may take a long time,
but I'll try to get you something purple. Here’s the best I can give you rlght now.” At the

@®
bottom of the pageis a necklace with a carefully drawn purple star.

Adapted from “Flower Childhood” by Lisa Michaels, published in The New York Times
Magazine (May 12, 1996)

*bass : K
*falsetto : &V AT (BEFH)

B 1 THREDOEBICDONT, RLEYRDDEROBEREDOHNS—DRY, LETEAR
0, (28 |
a. He wanted to play basketball to make friends with other prisoners.
b. He wanted to play basketball to avoid being disturbed by troubling fhoughts.

He wanted to teach other prisoners how to play basketball.

@]

He wanted to practice basketball because he wanted to get more exercise.

[oR

2 RO, THREGHSHLNDEEDIIFFBIZDVTHRRTNET, ( JIZABERA
ELTRDEYRODEZRDBEREOHNS—DREY, ILETEARIV, (35)
The author was ( ) because she hadn’t seen her father for a long time.
a. scared b. excited c. worried d. relaxed
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B3 FTHEEDTOVWTELVWHDZROBEREOHNS —DRY, EETEARIV, (25)

The man in the window

|

: The man in the prison parking lot

The man in the prison yard

a0 T oo

. The man in front of the building

=}

M4 THEEIO them RTEHELETH. KOBREOHH 5RO EDEOE—DES, &
BTEABEN, (28
. The guards who are mean to him

5

a

b. The other people in the room

c. The police officers who caught him
d

. The prisoners he plays basketball with

Bl 5 THREEOREZERED L HHL THRIXZROBREOHNS—DRY, LETEAR
S0, (3 5) .
a. The girl is trying to get the guard to give them more time.
b. The girl is trying to make sure she’s not heard by others.
c. The girl is trying to make friends with others in the visiting room.
d

. The girl is trying to urge her father to be frlendly to the guard.

M6 FREOEREOEDLS BIHERL TS LEVETH, ROBIWD 5 B b3
YrrbnzE—D@EY, BETEAZIN. (35 '
a. He is eager to prove he is innocent.
b. He is eager to leave prison.
c. He is eager to please his daughter.
d

. He is eager to show his daughter his artistic talent.
7 THREQOEBHIIDOWTEAXMSbNS I LEHFETHRIIRNREN., (3K)
M8 AXICHANTNGZ &2, FENEL 3RO L SOMRETH D LREDL S BHT

NEHhMD £9 %wﬁ%&faéﬁg%ﬁﬁX[ZJ&[3]@%’&@7&\5 29}%1%:}1%21
BO%L,(V\]O)BZI: SEAREIN, (28X2= 4;.5“)
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KROEXLZHINTUTOERICEZRE N, (30 5)

Many parents have the idea that a baby who rarely cries is a “happy” baby. .Ashlyn
Blocker was that kind of baby. She never cried at birth, or when she was hungry, she wet her
diaper, or her teeth were coming in. However, when neither a severe diaper rash nor a cut on
the surface of her eye caused the tiniest complaint, her parents — Tara and John Blocker —
realized it wasn’t happiness that kept her ( 1 ). Ashlyn could not feel pain in a normal
way.

Now researchers have located a major clue about Ashlyn’s condition of being unable to
feel pain. They identified two genetic changes that affect the strength of pain signals sent to
the brain. “This is a gene* that, depending on how it is modified, has the ability to affect how
people feel pain to a large degree,” said Dr. Roland Staud, a pain expert.

Since 2004, Dr. Staud has worked with doctors from many fields to better -understand |
Ashlyn’s condition. They evaluated the Blocker family along with ten individuals who are able
to feel pain normally. “When we found out what gene it was, we were so excited,” Tara
Blocker said. “It’s really nice to be able to say, ‘This is why.” It might be little, but to us it’s ‘
huge. Finding out more about our daughter helps us take better care of her.”

The gene in question, which is' called SCN9A, contains the “message” to produce a |
molecule that acts like a battery to power pain-signaling nerve cells so they can generate |
signals. Changes that cause too much activity by that molecule lead to severe pain, whereas
those that cause the molecule to not function result in being unable to feel pain.

According to Staud, “If you don’t have this gene, it’s like a soft whisper in the wind,” and ‘
he added, “Nothing much goes up the nerve, and you don’t feel anything.”

Ashlyn, now 11, does not have the most extreme case. . Staud and his co-workers found
that the genetic changes ( 2 ), but did not eliminate, sensitivity to pain. Whereas Ashlyn
cannot feel what is normally a painful touch or heat or cold, she can sense warmth and feel
someone’s touch or tickle, and on rare occasions, in cases of very severe illness, she has said
she hurts. “This is an interesting finding for many families. Just knowing that there is a
physical éause for a problem, in this case a change that causes reduced ability to feel pain,
can be helpful,” said Dr. Stephen Waxman, a professor at Yale University.

Being unable to feel pain is rare, and since the first reported case in 1932, only a few
other cases have been seen. Pain i§ a vital survival tool because it warns people of damage or

possible danger. It is also a key element of emotional experiences such as being able to

understand how others are feeling. Sickness and early death occur in greater rates among
people who are insensitive to pain. Pain arises from both physical and emotional sources and

— 4 —
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involves various nerves and areas of the brain. Sensations or pain come as a result of contact

with an object or other sources such as heat, and a signal is generated and sent to the brain.
" Sometimes, as in Ashlyn’s case, the signals don’t get throughtothe ( 3 ).

For Ashlyn, that has meant many injuries over the years. She has bitten the skin off her

- finger, chewed her bottom lip, gotten serious burns on her hands, and broken her ankle in a

bicycle accident ( 4 ) feeling any of them. Her parents have had to watch her closely to

make sure she doesn’t injure herself while doing the things she enjoys, such as swimming and

running. They have also taught her how to look over her body for ( 5 ) of injury.

While scientists potentially could control genes to allow Ashlyn and others like her to feel
pain more normally, they have to weigh the possibility that they might, in the process, set off
other conditions such as epilepsy* or cause patients to feel too much pain, the researchers
said.

This research into Ashlyn’s condition has had another, interesting result. The findings

apply to not just people who cannot feel pain but also, at least potentially, to cases in which

_people feel too much or constant pain. Many expect that this knowledge could ultimately lead

to newer and more effective ways to treat pain. Once again, though, the idea of creating
genetic treatments to block pain raises questions about whether doctors should remove a
person’s capacity to feel pain simply because he or she requests it.

For now, the researchers are focusing on identifying how genetic changes affect the way
the body works and ways in which the body deals with the results.. “It’s kind of an experiment

with nature that we're observing here,” Staud said.

Adapted from “COM Scientists Find Genetic Clues about Pain Insensitivity” by Czerne

‘M. Reid (http:// news.medinfo.ufl.edu/ articles / from-the-lab / com-scientists-find-genetic-

clues-about-pain-insensitivity/, 2011/06/10)

- *gene " EETF ,
*epilepsy : K (TAMA) @ KIXHROBFFAEIZL > TEU D NESR
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Genetic changes in SCN9A can eliminate the ability to feel pain because the nerve

a.

cells produce many molecules.
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LBEWESICIRF 2iEALR

. Any person like Ashlyn who is unable to feel pain should get genetic treatment.

¢. Persons unable to feel pain have reduced ability to understand others’ feelings.

Understanding why pain signals do not reach the brain could help in the discovery of

new methods to treat pain.

B3 AXOAREIZR-ST, UTFOBEMIC 60 EUNDHAEBETEARIWN, (6 /)

Why does early death occur in greater rates among people who are unable to feel pain?

fl 4 AXHOTHRETZHAEICRLEZI N, (6
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