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If we are discussing books with themes that are controversial — gender,
race, religion, and politics —then my answer is most definitely yes. If the
subject is complex, then teachers should discuss it with children.

The whole point of schooling chiidren is to educate. Education happens
through discussion, debate and so on. There is no point in trying to protect
children from the big bad world of adults, because one day they will become
adults themselves. The more children understand the topics in the books they
read, the more they will be able to navigate the adult world when they reach it.

Another belief of mine is that children should grow up forming their own
opinions. As a parent, I am ready to admit that my beliefs and principles are not
universal. As children my sister and I regularly attended church every week with
our mother. Despite this, my parents allowed us to make our own decisions
regarding religion. Due to this, I made my own choice that I do not believe in
God. Introducing complex situations in which people have different ideas and
opinions will hélp children become mature and responsible adults, if the material
is introduced in a manner appropriate to their age. Books with controversial
themes are useful as teaching material in schools.

Adult life is about choices. When you are a child, you do not have many
choices because your parents legally make decisions for you. When you become
an adult, you are immediately faced with choices about where to live, which
college or university to attend, what kind of job to get, or when to get married
and have children. For a young adult to understand how to make choices, it is
best that he or she has had some experience at making them as a child. Saying
that a child cannot read a text because it involves a controversial subject takes
away the child’s ability to make decisions about complex issues. However, if
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such books are made available and are then discussed, the child can practice
making up his or her own mind about the ideas raised in the books they read.
Encouraging children to read and think about adult issues helps them become

responsible adults.
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Teaching a dog to play Frisbee

A New York friend who takes his golden retriever to Central Park each
weekend to play Frisbee tells me the world seems to be full of people who have
given up on trying to teach their dog this game. This is a pity. Playing Frisbee
is an excellent way to exercise a big dog in tl(lle) city. The Frisbee is a much
slower and a more exciting target than a simple ball, more Iike real prey perhaps,
encouraging the dog into leaps and fancy catches that are fun for the owner, too.
And playing Frisbee allows the owner to stand in one place while the dog gets its
exercise, running around and chasing the Frisbee.

What people complain of is that their dog, when encouraged, will leap for the
Frisbee and try to grab it as it is waved around, but when they throw it, the dog
just stands there and watches it go. Or the dog chases and grabs it, but never
brings it back. |

There are two training points in this game: The first is that the distance the

2
dog goes after the Frishee must be gradually made longer. The second is about

the chain of action, in which the dog chases the Frisbee, then the dog catches
the Frisbee, and then the dog brings the Frisbee back for another throw. Each
action must be trained separately, and the last behavior in the chain, bringing
back the Frisbee, must be trained first.

You can teach the dog to bring back the Frisbee over very short distances —
indoors, even — with something easy to hold: an old sock, maybe. Hunting dogs
almost do it automatically. Other breeds, such as bulldogs and boxers, may have
to be carefully trained to drop or give back the item, since they tend to prefer

playing tug-of-war.
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When the dog will carry things and give them up to you as directed, you go

on to teaching it to catch the Frisbee.

ZER3)

‘When he has the idea how to catch the Frisbee, you can start training the first
‘step in the chain of action, the chase, by toésing the Frisbee up-and out from you
a few féet so the dog has to move off after it, to get it. And now you are on
your way to having a great Frisbee dog. |

As the distance grows longer, the dog needs to learn to watch the Frisbee
and place himself well for the catch. This takes practice, so it might take a
couple of weekends to get the dog going out twenty-five feet or so. A fast dog
will eventually be able to get under and catch a Frisbee as far as you can throw
it —the star Frisbee dog Ashley Whippet could catch .a Frisbee -fhrown the
length of a football field. Dogs seem to enjoy showiﬁg off their performance. A
brilliant run or a terrific over-the-shoulder four-legs-off-the-ground catch that
brings cheers from spectators also makes the dog shine all over. Nevertheless,
after that catch the dog brings the Frisbee back because that is what gives him
4)( ), whether it is praise ffom you or another toss of the Frisbee.

(Karen Pryor, Don’t Shoot the Dog (2002) X 0, —EBEE,)
B 1 TF#EB (1)1 This is a pity. £ H D T4, this lIIMBIEL TWE 0, BE
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@ Now that you have the dog’s attention, you let him take it and have hirﬁ
give it back a few times, praising him madly for returning it, of course.

@ When he gets used to jumping for it, then you toss it into the air and
show your happiness when he catches it.

@ Then you hold it in the air, let him have it when he leaps for it, and
make him give it back.

@ First you get the dog all excited about the Frisbee, waving it around

his face.

Ml 4 ZFH@IKIE1IFBAVES, RO1)~ @) OFEHOHFT, 3F/EDBERAD I
SEDOLNEBNSRBLEHZEY, TOESTEARIN,
(1) ( encouragement, reward, pleasufe )
(2) ( friendship, sympathy, peace )
(3) ( happiness, leisure, satisfaction )

4) ( information, reputation, reliability )
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Cathy:
John:
Cathy:

John:

Kaoru:

John:

Cathy:

Kaoru:

John:

Cathy:
John:

Kaoru:

You have been living in Japan for a while now, haven’t you?

Yeah, I guess it would have to be close to ten years now.

Wow! That’s a long time. I've only been in Japan six months, so
everything that I see, hear, taste, and smell is wonderfully strange and
new. But I would guess that you are no longer surprised by many
cultural differences.

Sure. You know, I sometimes even forget that I'm living in a foreign
country, Japan. Maybe it’s better to say that I used to live in a foreign
country named Japan, but now I just live in Japan.

Lived in a foreign country named Japan? ( ) )

OK, I will explain it. For instance, I am no longer surprised to find hot
cans of coffee in vending machines. Canned coffee, and on top of that,
heated too. Unbelievable! At first, I even took pictures to send home to
my family.

Yeah, me too. On really cold days in Kanazawa, I like to buy two cans
of hot coffee at the same time. Then I place one can in each of my coat
pbckets to.warm both my left and right hands simuitaneously.

( ) )

Heated cans, the person who thought of that must be a genius! Still,
you know sometimes it even gets to the point that despite my not being
born and raised in Japan, I sometimes forget that I am not Japanese.

Oh, I don’t have that happen to me.

Even with my natural blond hair and minimal ability to speak Japanese,
it simply slips my mind that I must stick out as a gaikokujin.

Certainly, you don’t look anything like a Japanese from the outside, but
( ©) )

— 6 — $OM9(521—83)



John:

Cathy:

John:

Kaoru:
Cathy:
John:

Kaoru:

John:

Kaoru:

John:

Thank you, I'll take that as a compliment. [ imagine though that it isn’t
so easy being Japanese. In comparison, I think it’s naturally easy for
Americans to be American. Yet in Japan, things seem to be a little more
complicated, at least as to what it means to be Japanese.

Yes, come to think of it, most of my Japanese friends wear blue jeans,
eat at McDonalds, and baseball continues to be the national sport of
Japan. Nonetheless, these aren’t things that I would typically consider
to be Japanese. |

I hear you loud and clear. Take the Japanese language for example. It
seems that it is facing extinction from an increasing amount of loan
words from other foreign languages.

While listening to you, I fear that ( @ )

Absolutely.

Often people laugh when I explain that upon arriving in Japan I was
sadly disappointed to find that only a small minority of the population
wear what could be called traditional clothing.

( ® )

Well, not just Kimono, but the kimono is a primary example. In
actuality there is a whole range of Japanese clothing which has been
abandoned in place of western fashion. Those things that we find
particularly appealing about Japan aren’t necessarily popular with the
Japanese themselves. Kaoru, what do you think?

( ® )

Oh, I see. So you can say that the Japanese people still keep their

Japanese identity.
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