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The customs and costumes may be strikingly different in detail from culture
to culture, but they have the same basic function and the same basic forms. If
you start by making a list of all the social customs of one particular culture, you
will find equivalents to nearly all of them in nearly all other cultures. Only the

()~
details will differ, and they will differ so widely that they will sometimes obscure

the fact that you are dealing with the same basic social patterns.

To give an example: in some cultures ceremonies of mourning involve the
wearing of black costumes; in others, by complete contrast, the mourning dress
is white. Furthermore, if you cast the net wide enough, you can find still other
cultures that employ dark blue, or gray, or yellow, or natural brown sackcloth.
Having grown up yourself in a culture where, from early childhood, one of these
colors, say black, has been heavily associated with death and mourning, it will be
startling to think of wearing such colors as yellow or blue in this context.
Therefore, your immediate reaction on discovering that these colo(rbs) are worn as
mourning dress in other places is to remark on how different they are from your
own familiar custom. Herein lies the trap, so neatly set by the demands of
cultural isolation. The superficial observation that the colors vary so dramatically
obscures the more basic fact that all these cultures share the performance of a
mourning ‘display,” and that in all of them it involves the wearing of a costume
that is strikingly different from the non-mourning costume.

In the same way, when an Englishman first visits Spain, he is surprised to
find the public spaces of the towns and villages thronged with people in the early
evening, all wandering up énd down in an apparently aimless way. His immediate
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reaction is not that this is their cultural equivalent of his more familiar cocktail

parties, but rather that it is some sort of strange local custom. Again, the basic

social pattern is the same, but the details differ.
(#£) sackcloth: (ARFEZOENCHE/-) BOMR Herein: I Z}
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To many people throughout the world, some of the most remarkable and
puzzling monuments of ancient times are the pyramids of ancient Egypt. You
know, almost nothing at all remains of the once-great cities of the kings of Egypt,
the pharaohs. Time and weather have been really hard on ancient Egypt’s cities
and towns, but several of the temples, statues, and, most important of all, the
pyramids have survived. Even though many of the pyramids are in ruins, they

(2)

still give us some idea of the magnificence of ancient Egypt’s civilization—a

civilization that, after all, lasted for more than 3, 000 years. Remember, when

we're talking about ancient Egypt, we're talking about at least thirty consecutive
dynasties. A dynasty is a series of kings or queens of the same royal family—
something like the Romanovs of Europe, the Ming Dynasty of China, or the Al-
Sauds of Saudi Arabia.

As many of you probably already know, the pyramids were constructed as
tombs or burial places for the Egyptian kings and their family members. You
see, the ancient Egyptians passionately believed in life after death. In fact, their
entire culture revolved around that belief. The kings, queens, and state officials
often spent an entire lifetime ;)blzeparing for their life after death. They did this by
collecting possessions or “grave goods,” by building tombs, and so for(tc}l. The
Egyptians believed that they could be assured of an afterlife only if their bodies
could be preserved from decay or destruction. So when a person died, and
especially when a pharaoh died, in order to ensure his eternal life, he had his
body embalmed or mummified. In 6ther words, he had his corpse dried out and
wrapped in linen to preserve it from decay. Then he had his mummy hidden.
This whole idea may seem quite strange today, but the ancient Egyptians really
believed that if one’s mummy was destroyed, then his or her soul would be
destroyed, and if, on the other hand, the mummy—the dead hody—was
preserved, the soul would be immortal. Let me repeat that. If one’s mummy was
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destroyed, the soul would die. If the mummy was preserved, the soul would go
on liVing.

For another thing, thé anciént Egyptians believed that the dead person could
take his or her earthly possessions along to the next world—this is just the
opposite of the Western idea that “you‘ can't take it with yoLe )When you go.”
Anyway, the dead person was provided with food, clothing, furniture, weapons,
and even servants. It was not at all unusual for the pharaoh’s slaves to be put to
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death so that they could serve him in his afterlife.

And so you can see why the pharaohs wanted to have their bodies and their
(g)

possessions hidden to protect them from grave robbers. Before they died, they

had special tombs built for this purpose—to hide their bodies and treasures. In
the early years of ancient Egypt, these tombs were the pyramids—the vast burial
chambers that were built to fool the grave robbers.
(7£) the Romanovs: O~ ./ 7 F# the Ming Dynasty: B &
the Al-Sauds: 7 REFK embalm: FEULEZ T

bt

(1) T#HRER(D), (c), (e)DIEITHNEZHAFTEEZRI N,
(2, FEM(DITENWEROER (358 Z2XTN5EY, FETESRI N,
(3 T#EE(a), (f), (g)ZMRLAIW,

— 4 — OM2(063—14)



ROFNFNOHEL ERUEKRIZZSLDIZ, ( YICHEY/E (188 %

ATy,

(1) He was ( ) ( ) ( ) it against his will.

HRIBFCRLTEhEIE SN,

(2) He insists ( ) ( ) attending the party.
BIIRAN—T A ITHETDREL LT VKRS,

(3) The book was ( ) difficult ( )( ) to understand.
ZTOARRIHEVICHLTETHADICIIEBETE RN >,

(4) Heis ( ) so ( ) ( ) he looks.
BIRANTEEFEE Lo TR,

(5) I got the piano ( ) ( ).

3= TEOEY / 2FITAN.

(6) The man is not to ( ) for what happened.
ZDANETOHRFICEED 20,

(7) Susie ( ) after her mother.
A=Y —RBRRBILTH S,

(8) Stop finding ( ) ( ) everything he does.
WRTBHIEITNVHENBITEEDITLDITRDRI N,
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X 1 ¥¥Fdn (the average life span) WIEU S DIINWITE, WA ALRED
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