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The years 2007-2008 saw dramatic world food price rises bringing a state
@
of global crisis. This resulted in social and economic instability in both poor

and developed nations alike. Since the start of 2006 the average world price

for rice has risen 217 percent, wheat by 136 percent, maize by 125 percent and
overall food prices by 83 percent. The causes of the food crisis continue to be
the subject of debate.

Climate change, evidenced in a recent series of natural disasters, is seen
to be one of the causes. Prolonged droughts in major grain producing nations
such as Australia, the cyclone in Myanmar (a major rice producer), and
widespread flooding in the U.S. in the spring of 2008, have all contributed to a
major reduction in food production.

Another contributing factor is rising oil prices. Higher oil prices have
heightened the overall cost of food production, as the cost of fertilizers, food
transport and energy costs are all affected.

The increasing use of biofuels in developed countries is thought to be
another cause. Initially seen as a ‘clean and green’ alternative to fossil fuels,
biofuels such as ethanol may be used to run vehicles instead of gasoline. In
theory, they seemed a logical alternative to regular fuels. Biofuels are made
primarily from grain crops such as maize and an estimated 100 million tons of
grain per year is now being redirected from food to fuel. This has resulted in
less food being available for human consumption and livestock feed, leading to
increased market demand and ultimately to overall price increases. The crisis

(b)
can be seen in a sense to show the ever-widening gap between poor and rich

nations; it is said that filling a tank of an average car with biofuel amounts to
as much maize (Africa’s staple food) as an African person eats in an entire
year.

The bottom line is that there are ever more people to feed and we have a
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declining ability to feed them. This is a truly global problem. The food crisis
affects all of us, but hurts the poor the most. The challenge today is how to
produce and provide enough affordable food for all.

(Information source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Food_crisis;

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/john-feffer)
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In the early '60s, when I was fourteen years old and living in a small town

in southern Indiana, my father died. While my mother and I were out of town

@)
visiting relatives, an unexpected and very sudden heart attack took him. We
.
returned home to find that he was gone. No chance to say “I love you” or even

“Good-bye.” He was just gone, forever. With my older sister going away to
college, our home went from a bustling, happy family of four to a house where
two stunned people lived in quiet grief.

I struggled terribly with the pain and loneliness of my loss, but I was also
very worried about my mother. I feared that if she saw me crying for my
father, her pain would be even more intense. And, as the new “man” of the
house, I felt a responsibility to protect her from greater hurt. So I devised a
plan that would allow me to grieve without causing more pain for my mot}iz)r.
In our town, people took the trash from their houses out to large barrels in the
alleys behind their backyards. There, it would be burned or picked up by the
trashmen once a week. Every evening after dinner, I would volunteer to take
out the trash. I would rush around the house with a bag, collecting scraps of
paper or whatever else I could find, and then go out to the alley and put it in
the trash barrel. Then I'd hide in the shadows of the dark bushes, and that’s
where I would stay until I had cried myself out. After recovering enough to be
certain that my mother couldn’t tell what I'd been doing, I would return to the
house and get ready for bed.

This subterfuge went on for weeks. One evening after dinner, when it was
time for chores, I collected the trash and went out to my usual hiding place in
the bushes. I didn’t stay very long. When I returned to the house, I went to
find my mother to ask if she needed me to do anything else. After searching
through the entire house, I finally found her. She was in the darkened
basement, behind the washer and dryer, crying by herself. She was hiding her
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pain, to protect me.

I'm not sure which is greater: the pain you suffer openly or the pain you

d
endure alone to protect someone you love. I do know that on that night, in the

basement, we held each other and poured out the misery that had driven us
both to our separate, lonely, crying places. And we never felt the need to cry
alone again.
(A short story by Tim Gibson from True Tales of American Life edited by
Paul Auster)

(##) stunned : RREL subterfuge : ZFML chores : #HH
pour out : FKIEREERICHT

B

() T#H# @), b), dZHAFICELRIN,

2 THEEC) T, BEFEOFIITDOLS 2 plan 2FX=0Oh, HAFE THER
AR,

3 BEBOFEIRERZRL, RDOULE, BHRIEIIRWELEN. £/H
BREZIIRVWEDTTH, ThZTNEERBEABETHALRZI W,

4 ZOMEDOIA BIVIZRDBSTDLVHDELUTMSREY, BETEAR
Y,

a. The Crying Place

b. Someone You Love

c. My Mom and My Dad

d. Hide and Seek in Bush and Backyard
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(1) The mechanic examined the car engine (

wrong with it.

(@ throughout  (b) thoroughly

(2) He made his escape by jumping (

a waiting car.

(@ over/into (b) out/into

(3) The apartment we have rented is very (

station.

(@) suitable (b)

(4) That necklace was very expensive (

@ as (b) so

(5) Are you going to attend Dr. Barker’s (

tomorrow?

(@ conference  (b) lecture

(6) He had to attend night school (
(@ indoingso  (b) for

(7) Before Mr. Ross worked for us (
(@ he has (b) he was

(8 You must not buy him candy (
(@ only if (b) while

(9) He always studies the (
second-hand car.
(@ announcements
(C) advertisements

(10 Spanish is the (

(@ mother (b) birth
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) but could find nothing

(€) exactly (d) suitably
) a window and jumping ( )
(C) over/on (d through/onto

) to get to the subway

(©) convenient (d) near
) it was handmade.

(€) when (d) maybe

) on ‘Brain Electronics’

(C) meeting (d discussion

) improve his computer skills.

(C) inorderto (d) as

) received training abroad.

(C) he had (d he doesn’t
) he cries for it.
(C) despite d even if

) in the paper as he wants to find a good

(b) publicity
(d) publications

) language of most Spaniards.

(C) natural (d native
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ZD/NE72071Ry RIE RoboDog L AMITFENTNET,

1 B Offif&id 2,500 KL T,

RoboDog i3 7720, W20, Ho/kD, ENCHBVNANARFEZHLAED
TZXY,

FINWERIEL T, M{CROELTENTEET,

(1) The small robot dog ( ) ( ) ( ).
The price of one is 2, 500 dollars.
(2) RoboDog can ( ), ( ), ( ), ( ) ( ) ( )
( ).
(3) Owners ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) )
( ).

RoboDog and can commands dog hear
is make named noises obey other
see sing the to train
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Kaori: (l)j(’“?LZJ\Of:B, BERAFIZ, WHARKITELEVWEESTWHAT
9,

Ms. Smith:  £&, ZHIVWWEHER, ZNTEIATLD,

Kaori: zhh, B THROSNE T BEIVWAAREIITMIMEZED

T, EQEMNVBIZAENSZTI A,
Ms. Smith: (Z)c‘f@lil%iﬂlﬁOJjCﬂ:%ﬁ')'Cbl’C%ij"J'GL/f:tlo
Kaori: AROEWHAZEDOETRT, WAWARIEZEF¥NZNWTT,
Ms. Smith: (3)?@5’1»’\;556 Zsi3, HAZRETHWERTRETL LD,

Describe the best present you have ever been given. Give two reasons why it

was so good. You can use 80 to 100 words.
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